


D R A W I N G  I N D E X



G E N E R A L  N O T E S G R A P H I C  S Y M B O L S

1.IT IS THE FABRICATOR'S/ CONTRACTOR'S RESPONSIBILITY TO FULLY

INSPECT THE EXHIBIT DESIGN DRAWINGS WHICH DICTATE THE INTENT

OF THE WORK TO BE PERFORMED.

2.  WRITTEN DIMENSIONS ON THESE DRAWINGS SHALL TAKE

PRECEDENCE OVER SCALED DIMENSIONS.

3. THE FABRICATOR/ CONTRACTOR SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR

VERIFYING ALL DIMENSIONS AND CONDITIONS IN THE FIELD, AND

NOTIFY THE EXHIBIT DESIGNER OF ANY DISCREPANCIES PRIOR TO

CONSTRUCTION.

4. FABRICATOR IS TO COMMUNICATE ANY DEVIATIONS, CHANGES, OR

ADDITIONS THAT DIFFER FROM THESE DESIGN DRAWINGS WITH

DESIGNER PRIOR TO FABRICATION.

5. FABRICATOR IS TO SUBMIT SHOP DRAWINGS TO THE DESIGNER FOR

REVIEW PRIOR TO FABRICATION. SHOP DRAWINGS ARE TO BE

RELEASED TO THE DESIGNER A MINIMUM OF THREE BUSINESS DAYS

PRIOR TO FABRICATION OF COORDINATING EXHIBIT PIECES

6. FABRICATOR IS RESPONSIBLE TO COORDINATE ALL ELECTRICAL AND

LIGHTING MANAGEMENT TO AND WITHIN EXHIBIT PIECES DURING

FABRICATION AND PRIOR TO SHIPPING ON SITE. WHERE THE DESIGNER

HAS NOT DESIGNATED SUGGESTED WIRE MANAGEMENT, FABRICATOR

IS TO COMMUNICATE THEIR INTENDED MANAGEMENT WITH DESIGNER

7. FABRICATOR TO PROVIDE DESIGNER WITH SAMPLES OF ALL

MATERIALS FOR REVIEW / APPROVAL PRIOR TO FABRICATION.

8. ALL WORK SHALL BE PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE TO ALL LOCAL

CITY AND STATE CODES AND COMPLY WITH RELEVANT ALL LOCAL CITY

ORDINANCES.

9. THE WORK SHALL BE DONE BY LICENSED AND INSURED

FABRICATORS/ CONTRACTORS/ SUBCONTRACTORS TO CONFORM WITH

THE BEST INDUSTRY STANDARDS FOR EACH TRADE.

10.  ALL HARDWARE/FASTENERS TO BE HIDDEN EXCEPT WHERE

AGREED UPON.

11. EXHIBIT FABRICATOR TO COORDINATE WITH GENERAL CONTRACTOR

TO ENSURE PROPER SUPPORT FRAMING IS PROVIDED FOR ALL

ELEMENTS THAT ARE TO BE MOUNTED TO FACILITY STRUCTURE



E X H I B I T  E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y  
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T H E S I S  S T A T E M E N T
In an age where museums, brands, and institutions are saturated with
storytelling, audiences crave experiences that go beyond narration to
genuine emotional connection. The opportunity lies in designing
exhibitions that prioritize storyfeeling, the intentional designing of
emotions through multisensory, memory-driven, and ethically
grounded design. By integrating sound, touch, light, and nostalgia as
tools for empathy, exhibition design can bridge intellect and emotion,
allowing visitors not just to hear stories but to feel them. When applied,
this approach transforms exhibitions into fuel for emotional reflection,
deeper engagement, and collective healing in a world that has grown
disconnected.
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Music has the power to turn life experiences into emotions we can feel again. By
pairing real stories with Spotify tracks, the exhibition helps visitors relive life’s
emotional moments through narration, music, and nostalgia.

We all look outward to understand our own experiences. The exhibition invites
visitors to peek into anonymous stories while feeling safe to explore their own
memories. Curiosity becomes a gentle path toward connection.

Through music, curiosity becomes a bridge to empathy.

P L A Y F U L  C U R I O U S  I N C L U S I V E  Q U I R K Y  S U R P R I S I N G

FEELING THE STORY THROUGH MUSIC

CURIOSITY AS CONNECTION

BIG IDEA

KEY WORDS
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We’re All Nosey puts the thesis into action by letting visitors feel stories before they understand them. The
playful act of peeking creates an emotional spark, and each room builds on that by using sound, objects, and
atmosphere to trigger personal memories. 

Instead of being told about life’s firsts, visitors experience them through others and reflect on their own
journey’s. By turning that curiosity inward, visitors recognize their emotions more clearly and begin to
understand their own story with greater honesty and depth.
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C L I E N T   X

Spotify is a global audio platform
known for its vast library of music
and podcasts, connecting people
to sounds that shape their daily
lives. It helps listeners discover,
remember, and feel through the
stories they hear.

Spotify’s mission is to unlock the
potential of human creativity by
giving a million artists the
opportunity to live off their art and
billions of fans the chance to enjoy
and be inspired by it.

Spotify’s vision is to create a world
where everyone can experience
the power of music and audio,
connecting people through
shared stories and sounds.

SPOTIFY 

MISSION

VISION

EX.01.04
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AUD I ENCE

Visitors who seek personalized, emotionally charged experiences that help them reflect on their own
memories. They enjoy music as a tool for introspection and connection. This group is naturally drawn to
exhibitions that feel immersive, relatable, and intimate.

Individuals who are curious, exploratory, and open to unconventional storytelling formats. They are
interested in how music, identity, and design intersect. This group values experiences that inspire new
ideas and spark dialogue.

Visitors looking for engaging, easy-to-understand, multilingual experiences with broad emotional
appeal. They enjoy interactive moments that spark curiosity and connection across ages. This group is
drawn to exhibitions that are visually inviting and universally relatable.

Primary

Secondary 

Tertiary

ADULTS (18-50) 

CREATIVE PROFESSIONALS & CULTURE SEEKERS 

TOURISTS & FAMILIES

EX.01.05

11/20/2025
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Curious visitors drawn to new ideas and sensory environments. They will enjoy discovering hidden
stories through meaningful engagements, music pairings, and intimate first-time moments. The
exhibition satisfies their desire to wander, uncover, and be surprised.

People visiting with friends, partners, or family who want to share meaningful moments together. They
are motivated by conversation, reflection, and comparing personal stories. The exhibition gives them
interactive prompts and emotional touchpoints that spark group connection.

Visitors looking for engaging, easy-to-understand, multilingual experiences with broad emotional
appeal. They enjoy interactive moments that spark curiosity and connection across ages. This group is
drawn to exhibitions that are visually inviting and universally relatable.

Designers, musicians, storytellers, students, and experience-focused creatives who want deeper insight
into how music connects to identity. They are motivated by the craft behind the installation. They’ll
appreciate the conceptual framing, emotional design strategies, and innovative storytelling methods.

Visitors seeking reflection, emotional release, or quiet personal insight. They are drawn to the tender,
introspective nature of first-time memories. The exhibition offers personalized sound tracks, intimate
stories, and calming moments that help them reconnect with themselves.

EXPLORERS

FACILITATORS

EXPERIENCE SEEKERS

PROFESSIONAL/HOBBYISTS

RECHARGERS

EX.01.06

11/20/2025



SOUMYA KALHAN
FASHION INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES

272 WEST 27  STREETTH

NEW YORK, NY 10011

PREPARED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF

ARTS IN EXHIBITION AND EXPERIENCE DESIGN.

THESE MATERIALS CONSTITUTE ORIGINAL WORK

OF THE DESIGNER AND ARE SUBJECT TO

COPYRIGHT AND MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED,

DISTRIBUTED, PUBLISHED, OR USED IN ANY WAY

WITHOUT THE EXPRESS WRITTEN CONSENT OF

THE DESIGNER

SOUMYA KALHAN

100% DD

AS NOTED

EXHIBITION GOALS

N/A

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

PROJECT

DRAWING NO.

CLIENT

KEY PLAN

DRAWING NAME

DATE

SCALE

DESIGNED BY

STATUS

GOALS

Position Spotify as the soundtrack of life’s firsts, connecting personal memory with

universal experience.

To highlight Spotify’s role as an inclusive platform, reflecting diverse voices, cultures, and

emotional journeys.

Build a living archive of firsts through visitor stories and playlists, extending the

experience beyond the exhibition.

Immerse visitors in five emotional environments that transform stories into multisensory

“storyfeeling.”

Foster empathy by connecting visitors with an anonymous stranger’s story and playlist.

Leave visitors feeling moved, seen, and connected, with moments of both personal

reflection and communal resonance.

Demonstrate how music acts as an emotional time machine, triggering memory,

empathy, and belonging.

Highlight Spotify’s role in personalizing and sharing soundtracks that connect people

across cultures and generations.

Encourage visitors to reflect on their own firsts as pivotal emotional anchors shaping

identity and community.

This exhibit will...

Visitors will engage in...

Visitors will learn...

PROJECT GOALS

EXPERIENCE GOALS

EDUCATION GOALS

EX.01.07
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KEY PLAN

Spotify’s concept diagram
highlights its three core pillars
of music, storytelling, and
personalization, showing how
they work together to shape
emotionally resonant, user-
driven experiences.
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Check in, grab your RFID band, and

step into your story. Link your Spotify

account, or create one and let the

journey begin!

Welcome Center1.

Here you’ll explore how music lives

inside all of us and our biggest life

moments. It’s the symphony that

shapes who we are.

2. The Symphony Within

This first exhibit explores love in all its

shades. A place to see it, feel it, and reflect

on the courage it takes to love for the very

first time.

This space dives into first betrayal, the careful

planning, the hidden intentions, the sting of

discovery. A place to witness it and shred what

no longer deserves to stay.

This final space brings everything together, a

moment to look inward, recognize how far you’ve

come, and honor the strength shaped by every

high and low. 

As the journey moves beyond love, visitors

meet the truth of rejection. Rejection

arrives loud and sudden, a multisensory

space that lets you confront its impact.

This space celebrates friendship and

connection. A place to dive into the joy, chaos,

and comfort that friendship brings.

Pick up some playful merch to celebrate your

journey, a little something to honor being proudly,

joyfully noisey.

3. Brave Hearts 5. The Perfect Crime 7. Finding Myself

4. First Rejection 6. Friendship Factory 8. Merch!

EX.01.10

11/20/2025
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LAVAN MIDTOWN
641 W 42nd St. New York, NY 10036

KEY PLAN
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S I T E  |  D E T A I L S

Storefront luxury event venue in Midtown Manhattan

10,000 sq. ft. of flexible open space + 2,000 sq. ft. support spaces 

20 ft ceilings with 145 ft seamless projection mapping system

JBL sound system, LED lighting, projection mapping

White canvas interior ideal for fully customizable event designs

Capacities: 350 (rounds with stage), 300 (rounds with dance floor), 800 (standing reception)

Fully equipped catering kitchen, coat check, green/VIP rooms, production office, built-in bars

ADA accessible and compliant with all commercial permits

LAVAN MIDTOWN KEY PLAN
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SITE PICTURES
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The Map
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StartThe End
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FIRST
REJECTION
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FACTORY
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0 2 C  |  B R A V E  H E A R T S

In this first exhibit, visitors step into the many shades of first love, tender, electric, uncertain, and brave. They are invited to create their own
expressions of love or sink into intimate first-love stories shared from around the world. The space gently acknowledges that love’s courage
includes knowing when to say goodbye, honoring the fullness of the experience.

VulnerabilityKey Emotion: 

KEY PLAN

11/20/2025
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F irst  Love !

Locks inspired by Paris’s
love locks, each holding
a story inside!

Visitors step into the tender rush of first love
and the courage it takes to feel so deeply. Here,
they’re invited to draw and display their own
first-love memory, adding their story to a
growing tapestry of shared beginnings. Before
leaving, guests choose the type of goodbye that
shaped their journey, dropping a ring to honor
the brave act of letting go.
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Visitors enter a space where rejection is no longer quiet, it’s loud, abrupt, and impossible to ignore. Giant funnel-like trumpets surround them,
each delivering a different sensory hit: a story, a song snippet, a sharp sound, even the scent of rejection. Together, these elements create a
full-body portrait of what rejection feels like when it strikes without warning.

HollowKey Emotion: 

KEY PLAN

It can smell like Sweat

It can smell like Sweat

Rejection feels like...
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Scent

Story

Music

My first Rejection felt like...

It can smell like Sweat

Rejection feels like...

It can be loud
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Visitors step into a space where betrayal is exposed for what it is, calculated, quiet, and devastating once uncovered. Here, they confront it directly:
writing letters to their betrayer, shredding the weight they’ve carried, watching iconic betrayal scenes, and even choosing a song that matches
their personal rupture. The room becomes both a crime scene and a release chamber, letting visitors face the hurt and strip it of its power.

RageKey Emotion: 

KEY PLAN
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Write your personal betrayal
story and shred and release
the hurt that’s been holding
space in you.
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Play your personal
betrayal anthem and
learn the Spotify
interface as you take
the center stage.
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Visitors arrive at this quiet reset point, a space designed to soften the intensity of betrayal before stepping into friendship. Here, they answer
simple questions about their first best friend, upload a photo, and begin reconnecting with the warmth of that bond. Boarding the lift, they’re
carried with gentle rumbles and a shared story that reminds them just how rare and life-shaping a true friend can be.

ReassuranceKey Emotion: 

KEY PLAN
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Visitors step into a world built for laughter, chaos, and connection, a full celebration of what friendship feels like at its best. Here, they discover
their musical “twin” in a celebrity artist, jump into karaoke booths with other visitors, and end in a shared silent-disco jam. The space becomes
a playground for meeting, singing, moving, and maybe even making a brand-new first best friend.

Belonging

Taylor Swift

Key Emotion: 

KEY PLAN

Who is your celebrity Best friend?
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Karaoke  Booths

S ILENT D ISCO

Cue your favorite track
and join the room in a

shared Spotify
powered jam!

Step into the karaoke
booth and grab your
bestie, sing your
anthem together, loud,
proud, and beautifully
off-key.
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Visitors enter the final chapter of the journey, a quiet, reflective space that turns inward instead of outward. Here, they step into illuminated pods
asking “What happens when you look inward?” and watch a personalized montage built from every song they collected along the way. Lights, air,
and sound shift around them as their story plays back, revealing the strength shaped through love, loss, friendship, and self-discovery. They end by
etching their custom playlist onto a piece of wood, a tangible reminder of how far they’ve come.

EmpoweredKey Emotion: 

KEY PLAN
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SELF JOURNEY
 BOOTHS

Step into a booth that guides you through the moments, memories,
and music that shaped who you are today.
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Etch your journey into wood with a
playlist symbol built from every
song you collected along the way!

P O S T  V I S I T
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SOUMYA KALHAN
FASHION INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES

272 WEST 27  STREETTH

NEW YORK, NY 10011

PREPARED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF

ARTS IN EXHIBITION AND EXPERIENCE DESIGN.

THESE MATERIALS CONSTITUTE ORIGINAL WORK

OF THE DESIGNER AND ARE SUBJECT TO

COPYRIGHT AND MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED,

DISTRIBUTED, PUBLISHED, OR USED IN ANY WAY

WITHOUT THE EXPRESS WRITTEN CONSENT OF

THE DESIGNER

SOUMYA KALHAN

100% DD

AS NOTED

AREA 2. 02C BRAVE HEARTS - SCREEN

ART DIRECTION 

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

PROJECT

DRAWING NO.

CLIENT

DRAWING NAME

DATE

SCALE

DESIGNED BY

STATUS

KEY PLAN

S C R E E N  A R T  D I R E C T I O N

Brave Hearts

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

11/20/2025

EX.05.07



SOUMYA KALHAN
FASHION INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES

272 WEST 27  STREETTH

NEW YORK, NY 10011

PREPARED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF

ARTS IN EXHIBITION AND EXPERIENCE DESIGN.

THESE MATERIALS CONSTITUTE ORIGINAL WORK

OF THE DESIGNER AND ARE SUBJECT TO

COPYRIGHT AND MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED,

DISTRIBUTED, PUBLISHED, OR USED IN ANY WAY

WITHOUT THE EXPRESS WRITTEN CONSENT OF

THE DESIGNER

SOUMYA KALHAN

100% DD

AS NOTED

PHYSICAL MODEL

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

PROJECT

DRAWING NO.

CLIENT

DRAWING NAME

DATE

SCALE

DESIGNED BY

STATUS

KEY PLAN

P H Y S I C A L  M O D E L

11/20/2025

EX.05.08




