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“Backwards” Course Design Worksheet: “Backwards” course design always begins with 
learning outcomes: it is important to know what students should learn before designing the 
other components. Educational theorists debate which step goes next, planning learning 
activities or determining assessments. Figure out which works best for you.  

Course Learning Outcome What learning activities will 
support this outcome? 

How will students demonstrate 
that they’ve achieved this 
outcome? 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 


